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SUBSTANCE 


OF  THE 


SPEECH, 


LoRD  GRENVILLE  having  moved  the^fol- 
lowing  Addrefs  to  His  Majesty,  wz. 

te  We,  your  Majefty’s  mod  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje&s, 
et  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  Parliament 
“ aflembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to  allure  your  Majefty, 
“ that  We  have  proceeded  with  the  utmoft  attention  to 
J*  the  confideration  of  the  important  objefts  recom- 
u mended  to  Us  in  your  Majefly’s  Mefiage,  refpe&ing  the 
c<  connexion  between  this  Country  and  Ireland. 

<e  We  entertain  a firm  perfuafion  that  a complete  and 
tc  entire  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
**  founded  on  equal  and  liberal  principles,  on  the 
“ fimilarity  of  Laws,  Conftitution,  and  Government, 
“ and  on  a fenfe  of  mutual  interefts  and  affe&ions, 
“ by  promoting  the  fecurity,  wealth,  and  commerce, 
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“ of  the  refpe&ive  Kingdoms,  and  by  allaying  the  dif- 
“ tra&ions  which  have  unhappily  prevailed  in  Ireland,  muff 
“ afford  frefh  means  of  oppofing  at  all  times  an  effe&ual 
tl  refinance  to  the  deflrudive  proje&s  of  our  foreign  and 
“ domeflic  enemies,  and  muff  tend  to  confirm  and  aug- 
“ ment  the  (lability,  power,  and  refources  of  the  Empire. 

**  ImprefTed  with  thefe  confiderations,  We  feel  it  our 
“ duty  humbly  to  lay  before  your  Majefly  fuch  Propofiti- 
ons  as  appear  to  Us  befl  calculated  to  form  the  bails  of 
“ fuch  a fettlement,  leaving  it  to  your  Majefly’s  wifdom,  at 
i{  fuch  time  and  in  fuch  manner  as  your  Majefly,  in  your 
€i  parental  folicitude  for  the  happinefs  of  your  People,  fhall 
“ judge  fit,  to  communicate  thefe  propofitions  to  your  par- 
“ liament  of  Ireland,  with  whom  we  fhall  be  at  all  times 
“ ready  to  concur  in  all  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  found 
u mod  conducive  to  the  accomplifhment  of  this  great  and 
falutary  work.  And  We  truft  that,  after  full  and  ma* 
u ture  confideration,  fuch  a fettlement  may  be  framed  and 
il  eflablifhed  by  the  deliberative  confent  of  the  Parlia- 
“ ments  of  both  Kingdoms,  as  may  be  conformable  to  the 
“ fentiments,  wifhes,  and  real  interefls  of  your  Majefly’s 
“ faithful  fubje&s  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  may 

“ unite  them  infeparably  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  ble£ 

\ 

<(  fings  of  our  free  and  invaluable  Conflitution,  in  the  fup- 
“ port  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  your  Majefly’s  Crown, 
“ and  in  the  prefervation  and  advancement  of  the  welfare 
and  profperity  of  the  whole  Britifh  Empire 


T.ord  Auckland  rofe  and  /poke  as  follows : 
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Mv  Lords, 

I rife  with  earneftnefs,  and  with  peculiar 
fatisfadion,  to  give  my  fupport  to  an  Addrefs  to 
the  revered  Sovereign  of  the  two  Kingdoms, 
for  the  purpofe  of  communicating  our  refoluti- 
ons  to  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland. 

This  meafure  will  hold  out  to  the  Irifh  Nation 
a moil  folemn  pledge  of  the  liberality,  afledion, 
and  wifdom,  of  the  Britiih  Parliament  ; and 
will  explicitly  record  the  motives  and  principles 
by  which  we  are  guided  in  our  endeavour  to 
confolidate  the  Legiflatures  and  unite  the  inte- 
refts  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Ireland. 

I feel  no  regret,  my  Lords,  that  I have 
waited  in  iilence  to  the  clofe  of  our  proceed- 
ing. I willingly  repofed  myfelf  on  the  fuperior 
abilities  of  others,  for  the  difcuilion  and  expla- 
nation of  the  leading  and  general  topics.  It 
may  ftill,  however,  be  poffible  to  throw  new 
lights  upon  a queftion  which  involves  the  future 
government  and  well-being  of  the  greatefl  em- 
pire now  exifling.  Such  a fubjed  is  inexhaufL 
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ible.  The  portion  of  it  which  I now  propofe 
to  offer  to  your  attention,  is  dry  and  of  much 
detail.  I undertake  it  only  from  a fenfe  of  duty  ; 
and  it  is  an  encouragement  to  me  to  think  that 
our  debates  are  contributing  to  the  removal  of 
many  ill-founded  notions  and  mifreprefentations, 
which  were  prevalent  in  the  Sifter  Kingdom. 

Few  indeed  are  thofe  who  now  deny  the  ne- 
cefllty  of  fome  great  change  being  made  in  the 
fyftem  of  Irifh  Government ; and  I do  not  be- 
lieve that  any  Noble  Lord  will  maintain,  as  an 
unqualified  proposition,  that  the  Union  of  the 
two  Kingdoms,  accomplifhed  on  grounds  fatis- 
factory  to  each,  would  not  promote  the  tran- 
quillity, civilization,  and  profperity  of  Ireland, 
and  eventually  the  ftrength  and  fecurity  of  Great 
Britain,  and  of  the  Britifh  Empire. 

I affume  accordingly,  that  an  Union  is  defira- 
ble,  if  it  can  be  reconciled  to  the  opinions  and 
goodwill  of  both  the  contracting  parties. 

The  time  was,  my  Lords,  when  the  objec- 
tions would  have  originated  in  this  Kingdom  , 
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and  we  cannot  wonder  that  our  anceftors  Teem- 
ed * to  wifh  to  avoid  a meafure,  the  immediate 
and  moft  obvious  benefits  of  which  were  always 
in  favour  of  Ireland.  It  is  now,  however,  well 
underftood,  that  national  wealth  may  be  {hared 
and  extended,  without  leflening  the  profperity 
of  the  country  which  gives  the  participation  ; 
and  the  good  fenfe  and  enlightened  liberality  of 
our  countrymen  would  at  prefent  induce  them  to 
rely  cheerfully  and  confidently  on  their  Parlia- 
ment, both  for  the  expediency  of  an  Union  and 
for  the  adjuftment  of  the  conditions. 

But  the  confcnt  and  co-operation  of  Ireland 
are  ftill  wanting.  Ireland,  my  Lords,  muft 
form  her  own  decifion  ; fhe  muft  decide  for  her- 
felf,  through  the  medium  of  the  deliberate  wif- 
dom  of  her  Parliament. 

I am  aware,  and  I admit,  that  the  propofi- 
tion,  at  its  firft  opening,  has  not  had  the  appa- 
rent aflent  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons.  A 
fmall  majority  of  the  members  who  were  pre- 


* See  the  Appendix,  No,  x. 
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fent  declined  the  confideration  of  the  meafure, 
and  fome  individuals  refufed  even  to  know 
what  it  was.  I will  not  attribute  fuch  a con- 
duct to  interefted  views,  to  falfe  alarms,  to 
fabricated  clamour,  to  unthinking  precipitancy, 
or  to  a falfe  punctilio  and  a miftaken  fenfe  of 
national  pride.  I wifh  to  avoid,  and  I difclaim, 
every  fentiment  and  every  expreflion  that  may 
be  harfh  or  invidious  : but  I mult  be  permitted 
to  fay,  and  I fay  it  with  fatisfadtion,  that  I 
know  enough  of  the  theatre  of  action,  and  of 
the  principal  adiors  upon  that  theatre,  to  do 
them  the  juflice  to  believe,  that  their  refinance 
will  give  way  to  the  commanding  voice  of  rea- 
fon  and  of  truth.  Let  it  be  {hewn  by  our  dif- 
paflionate  deliberations,  that  the  Union  of  the 
two  Countries  will  be  attended  with  many  be- 
nefits to  Ireland ; let  it  be  recorded  that  we  are 
difpofed  to  confer  thofe  benefits  to  the  utmoft 
extent  compatible  with  our  own  effential  inte- 
refts.  Let  this  be  done  :—The  calm  hour  of  re- 
fiedtion  will  convince  Ireland  that  the  objections 
fo  haftily  urged  on  her  part  are  unfound  and  fal- 
lacious. 
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I do  not  think  it  necefiary,  my  Lords,  to 
attempt  the  examination  of  thofe  objections. 
They  have  been  amply  confuted  both  in  this 
Country  and  in  Ireland.  The  unconftitutional 
doctrine  which  denies  the  competency  of  Par- 
liament to  effeCl  an  Union,  and  to  operate  what 
(by  an  inference  falfly  conceived  and  idly  ex- 
prefled)  is  called  “ its  own  extinction, ” was 
exploded  even  in  the  beginning  of  this  century. 
It  has  been  revived  in  the  fchools  of  modern 
democracy  by  the  admirers  of  the  fovereignty 
of  the  people,  and  accordingly  has  the  ftrongeft 
claims  to  contempt  and  rejection. 

I propofe,  however,  before  I proceed  to  the 
commercial  confiderations,  to  examine  the  na- 
ture of  that  independence,  which,  as  fome  ad- 
vifers  of  the  people  of  Dublin  aflert,  will  be 
fubverted  and  deftroyed  by  the  confolidation 
of  the  two  Legislatures.  I think  it  important 
to  afcertain  the  value  of  what  Ireland  is  told 
fhe  will  lofe,  before  I proceed  to  appreciate  what 
it  is  that  fhe  will  gain. 
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I recognize  that  independence  of  the  Irifh 
Legiilature,  abftractedly  confidered,  as  fecured 
by  the  arrangement  of  1782 ; but  however  per- 
fect the  independence  may  be  in  principle,  it 
mud  at  all  times  and  in  the  nature  of  things  be 
mutilated,  and  mod  imperfect  in  practice.  We 
cannot  {hut  our  eyes  againft  the  truths  prefented 
by  the  map  of  Europe,  and  by  the  notoriety  of 
the  relative  fituation,  iize,  and  population,  of 
the  two  Iflands. 

What  then  in  point  of  fact  is  the  indepen- 
dence of  a country  which  has  no  means  of  de- 
fence, or  fecurity,  or  felf- prefervation,  but 
through  the  aid  and  protection  of  its  more  pow- 
erful neighbour  ? 

If  two  countries  fo  circumflanced  take  ad- 
verfe  lines  of  conduct,  a druggie  mud  enfue, 
and  either  the  weaker  of  the  two  mud  be  over- 
ruled, or  confufion  and  all  the  evils  of  war  mud 
follow.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  there  Ihould 
prevail  between  the  two  an  uniform  fydem  and 
uniform  principles  of  conduct,  in  leading  points 
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of  common  concern,  the  weaker  mull  be  prer 
fumed  to  have  thus  far  facrificed,  virtually  and 
habitually,  its  exercife  of  independent  power. 

Let  us,  my  Lords,  apply  this  dilemma  to  the 
known  and  principal  objects  of  national  indepen- 
dence ! 

Has  Ireland,  or  can  {he  have,  the  power  of 
negociating,  controufing,  or  even  of  rejecting 
treaties,  notwithftanding  that  thofe  treaties  may 
involve  the  molt  effential  interefts  of  the  Britifh. 
empire,  of  which  file  forms  a part  ? Has  fhe 
the  means  of  protecting  her  own  commerce,  or 
of  eftablifhing  colonies,  or  of  making  and  hold*, 
ing  conquefts  ? Has  fhe  any  property,  or  direCt 
concern  in  the  acquilitions  made  by  the  fleets 
and  armies  of  the  Sovereign  ? Has  file,  or  can. 
{he  have,  any  naval  force  ? And  is  not  the  di- 
rection of  her  military  force  neceflarily  conform- 
able  to  the  opinion  of  Britifli  Minifters  refpon* 
Able  only  to  the  Britifh  Parliament  ? Has  {he, 
in  fhort,  or  can  fhe  have,  any  control  whale ver, 
or  any  interference,  or  even  any  concern,  other- 
wife  than  in  a vifionary  and  abitraCt  claim,  re* 
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fpecling  the  imperial  tranfaclions  of  peace  and 
Avar,  alliances  and  confederacies  ? Has  (he,  even 
in  the  exercife  of  legiflation,  any  accefs  to  the 
Royal  fanclion,  otherwife  than  through  Britifh 
Minifters  not  amenable  to  her  Parliament,  and 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Britifh  Chancellor, 

But  I wave  all  thefe  confiderations  ; though 
they  ought  to  be  flrong  inducements  to  Ireland 
not  merely  to  accede  to  the  propofed  Union,  but 
to  feek  and  folicit  it,  I wave  them  all,  and  will 
fuppofe  Ireland  to  have  every  advantage  pofTefied 
by  Great  Britain,  and  in  an  equal  degree.  I 
will  fuppofe  the  two  Iflands  to  be  fimilar,  in 
hze  and  population  ; in  wealth,  cultivation,  and 
Commerce;  in  conquefts  and  in  colonies  ; and 
to  be  placed  upon  the  globe  within  a few  leagues 
of  each  other.  Still  however  with  one  executive 
power ; and  with  feparate  and  independent  legi- 
slatures. 

Will  any  individual  of  found  mind  afifert,  that 
N the  entire  Union  of  two  countries  fuch  as  I have 
defcribed  would  be  degrading  or  detrimental  to 
either  ? 
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And  by  what  line  of  reafonlng  fhall  a different 
inference  be  drawn  when  the  two  countries,  thus 
nearly  adjoining,  happen  to  be  utterly  unequal 
in  ftze  and  in  force  ? I contend  that  the  inferior 
of  the  two,  fo  fituated,  never  can  retain  its  con- 
nexion and  at  the  fame  time  poffefs  either  real 
independence  or  an  uncontrouled  and  fafe  pros- 
perity, otherwife  than  by  uniting  with  its  more 
powerful  neighbour  ; and  that  its  wifh  for  Union 
ought  to  increafe  in  proportion  to  its  inferiority 
in  force. 

I might  reft  this  affertion  on  the  experience 
of  Ireland  herfelf.  For  is  it  not  true,  that  whiift 
Great  Britain  has  gradually  advanced  in  civili- 
zation of  manners,  and  in  every  art,  fcience, 
and  improvement,  which  can  give  happinefs, 
honour,  and  fecurity,  to  nations  and  to  individu- 
als ; Ireland  poffeifing  the  fame  climate,  a fruit- 
ful foil,  and  excellent  ports,  and  a numerous 
people,  to  whom  the  Common  Parent  of  all  gave 
great  acutenefs  and  ingenuity,  has  neverthelefs 
been  at  all  times  involved  in  comparative  difor- 
der,  poverty,  turbulence,  and  wretchednefs  ? I 
might  add,  without  exaggeration,  that  in  the 
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6oo  years  fince  the  reign  of  Kenry  II.  there  has 
been  more  unhappinefs  in  Ireland,  than  in  any 
other  civilized  nation,  not  actually  under  the 
vifitation  of  peftilence,  or  of  internal  war.  And 
all  thefe  evils  may  be  traced  to  the  disjointed 
and  jarring  a&ion  of  two  unequal  powers, 
c/ofely  adjacent  to  each  other,  poffeffing  the 
fame  interefts  and  fubjeci  to  the  fame  Crown, 
but  with  feparate  legislatures. 

But  why  Should  I confine  myfelf  to  times  in 
which  a perfecuting  policy  was  avowedly  exer- 
cifed  againft  Ireland,  upon  principles  of  com- 
mercial jealoufy  ? Let  us  now  look  to  a period 
within  the  memory  of  moft  of  us ; the  period  im- 
mediately previous  to  the  attainment  of  what 
Ireland  was  pleafed  to  call  a free  trade  and  a free 
conftitution. 

i 

Many  of  your  Lordfiiips  were  Members  or 
this  Houfe,  whilft  the  Britifh  Parliament  ftill 
continued  to  affert  and  to  exercife  the  claim  to 
make  laws  for  Ireland,  as  tc  being  fubjeef  to 
the  imperial  Crown  of  Great  Britain.”  Ire- 
land at  that  time  held  the  funclions  of  legiflation 
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more  in  ceremony  than  in  fubftance.  Her  laws 
originated  in  the  Privy  Councils  of  the  two  king- 
doms, and  were  prepared  and  approved  by  the 
Englifh  Attorney-General.  And  even  when  a 
law  had  paffed  through  the  Irifh  Parliament,  it 
was  flill  liable  to  be  corrected,  changed,  or  fup- 
preffed,  by  the  Britifh  Cabinet. 

Ireland  was  then  alfo  as  fubordinate  in  judica- 
ture as  in  legiflation.  We  made  her  laws,  and 
we  interpreted  them.  Appeals  from  the  deci- 
lions  of  her  judges  were  to  the  Courts  of  W eft- 
mi  niter  and  to  this  Houfe.  It  may  alfo  be  recol- 
lected, that  at  the  time  to  which  I refer,  the  he- 
reditary revenue  of  Ireland  was  almoft  fufficient 
for  the  fupport  of  Government ; and  the  Irifh 
army  was  eftablifhed  under  the  Britifh  Mutiny- 
Bill  ; and  afterwards  under  a Mutiny-Bill  paffed 
in  Ireland,  but  made  perpetual, 

I was  not  forry  that  fuch  a fyftem  fhould 
ceafe.  It  certainly  did  not  allow  to  Ireland 
more  than  the  name  of  the  Britifh  Conflitution, 
or  more  than  the  femblance  and  mockery  of  a 
free  government. 
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But,  my  Lords,  I was  not  fo  fliort-fighted  as 
to  perfuade  myfelf  that,  becaufe  the  Irifli  free- 
dom, as  it  was  called,  took  place,  Irifli  profperity 
would  be  the  confequence,  unlefs  much  more 
could  be  done. 

The  law  of  Poynings,  degrading  and  galling 
as  it  might  be,  neverthelefs,  united  the  Laws 
and  Conftitution  of  the  two  kingdoms.  And  the 
appellant  jurifdi&ion  of  this  Houfe,  juftly  and 
greatly  refpected  by  the  Irifli  themfelves,  affimi- 
lated  their  jurifprudence  to  ours.  When  thofe 
links  of  connexion  were  broken,  it  was  evident 
that  Ireland  muft  foon  fuller  difadvantages  much 
greater  than  thofe  which  had  fo  long  deprefled 
her.  Neither  profperity,  nor  tranquillity,  nor 
fafety  were  to  be  expected  from  a government 
founded  in  the  pretenfions  of  a fmall  part  of  the 
community  to  monopolize  the  reprefentation, 
patronage,  and  refources  of  the  whole.  The 
insufficiency  of  fuch  a fyflem  had  been  felt  and 
lamented  for  a century,  $ven  whilft  it  was  con- 
trouled,  directed,  and  fupported  by  the  Proteftant 
Parliament  of  this  Proteftant  kingdom.  Now 
that  it  was  ceaiing  to  be  connected  with  that 
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Parliament,  It  became  more  than  ever  unfatif- 
faclory  to  the  bulk  of  the  Irifli  nation,  and  ut- 
terly incompetent  and  unfafe  with  refpecl  to  the 
general  interefts  of  the  Britifli  empire. 

And  here,  my  Lords,  it  may  add  fome  little 
weight  to  my  reafonings,  if  I may  be  permitted 
to  explain  that  I have  at  all  times  endeavoured 
to  promote  the  commercial  profperity  and  con. 
ftitutional  freedom  of  Ireland  ; and  that  what 
I am  now  going  to  date  is  the  refult,  not  of  new 
motives,  but  of  long  meditation,  and  of  opinions 
repeatedly  avowed.  In  doing  this,  1 mud  necef- 
farily  make  a fhort  reference  to  pad  tranfa&ions  ; 
but  that  referenoe  will  be  found  connected,  in 
all  its  parts,  with  the  bufinefs  now  before  us. 

So  early  as  in  1779,  I Hated  and  published* 
the  expediency  of  that  enlarged  fydem  of  com- 
merce which  was  then  demanded  by  Ireland, 
and  which  was  granted  by  us  a few  months 
afterwards.  In  1780,  I went  to  Ireland  as  Chief 
Secretary  in  a Vice- Royalty,  which  at  its  clofe 


* Fourth  Letter  to  the  Ear!  of  Carlifle, 
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(in  1782)  received,  from  the  Irifh  Parliament, 
ftrong  aflurances # of  national  gratitude  and 
refpech  In  the  feffion  of  1781,  I was  fpecially 
named,  with  the  Recorder  of  Dublin,  to  be  of  the 
Committee  for  the  Bill  which  extended  to  Ire- 
land the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  by  an  Irifh  law. 
In  the  fame  feffion,  I promoted  the  Bill  for 
making  the  Irifh  Judges  independent.  I then, 
alfo,  framed  the  whole  inftitution  of  the  Bank 
of  Ireland,  and  introduced  the  Act  which  efta- 
blifhed  it. 

In  1782,  I was  the  firft  to  propofe,  in  the 
Britifh  Parliament,  the  repeal  of  the  Statute, 
6 Geo.  I.  which  afferted  the  right  to  bind  Ire- 
land by  Britifh  laws.  When  I made  the  pro- 
portion, it  was  treated,  by  fome  perfons  who 
now  hear  me,  as  violent  and  precipitate,  and  as 
dictated  by  a party  animofity  and  peevifhnefs, 
which  in  truth  I never  felt.  That  incident  is 
become  matter  of  hiftory ; and  I may  now  fay, 
without  fcruple,  that  my  conduct  was  governed 
by  what  I conceived  to  be  a juft  fenfe  of  minif- 

See  Appendix,.  No.  2. 
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terial  and  perfonal  engagements.  The  repeal 
of  our  declaratory  ftatute  had  long  been  thought 
defirable  by  the  Government  and  Vice-Royalty 
under  which  I was  ferving,  and  my  endeavour 
to  procure  that  repeal  had  been  the  only  fti- 
pulation  made  with  me,  by  fome  leading  perfons, 
as  the  honourable  price  of  their  fupport.  I al- 
lude to  individuals  who  now  hold  very  high 
fituations  in  Ireland,  and  with  whom  I have 
ever  fince  lived  in  full  confidence  and  cor- 
dial friendfhip* 

It  is,  my  Lords,  in  moft  cafes,  objeft  ion  able, 
to  refer  to  the  printed  ftatements  of  Parlia- 
mentary debates.  Whatever  ability  or  fairnefs 
may  be  employed  by  the  reporter,  we  know 
that  fuch  ftatements  are  generally  erroneous 
Hill,  however,  it  may  happen  that  the  fubftance 
and  accuracy  of  particular  pafiages  may  be 
verified  (as  far  as  human  evidence  can  go)  by 
the  context  and  by  other  circumftances.  Sub- 
ject to  this  caution,  I folicit  your  Lordftiips5 
attention  to  the  fentiments  attributed  to  me  at 
the  epoch  to  which  I am  alluding.  It  was  in 
January,  1783.  A noble  Vifcount,  then  in  the 
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Houfe  of  Commons,  propofed  * a Bill  66  for  re- 
“ moving  all  doubts  concerning  the  exclufive 
cc  rights  in  the  Parliament  and  Courts  of  Ire- 
<c  land  in  matters  of  legiflation  and  judicature.” 

<c  Mr.  Eden  ftated  and  avowed  his  opinion, 
“ that  it  was  for  the  intereft  of  an  empire  that 
“ a fupremacy  of  legiflation,  over  all  its  confti- 
<c  tuent  parts,  Ihould  refide  within  the  metropo- 
u lis  of  the  empire.” — 66  He  reminded  Mr.  Fox, 
that  he  (Mr.  Eden)  had  confented  to  the  abo- 
“ lition  of  the  appellant  jurifdi&ion,  and  to  the 
“ alteration  of  Poyning’s  law,  in  the  confidence 
“ only  of  meafures  being  taken,  purfuant  to  the 
“ refolutions  and  addrefs,  to  eftablifh  the  con- 
a nexion  of  the  two  Kingdoms  on  a firm  and 
“ permanent  bafis.” — “ He  had  relied  on  a 
“ treaty  being  opened,  between  the  two  Parlia- 
cc  ments,  for  the  purpofes  of  arranging  not  only 
cc  commercial  points,  but  all  the  great  queftions 
“ involved  in  the  future  events  of  peace  and 
cc  war,  foreign  alliances,  commercial  treaties,  li- 
mitation  of  armies,  building  and  fupport  of 

* Debrett’s  Parliamentary  Regi(ler>  vol.  ix.  p^42,  143.  153. 
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iC  navies,  proportionable  fupplies,  with  the  whole 
« immenfe  detail  under  each  o£  thofe  heads. 
« He  fliould  then,  and  not  till  then,  think  that 
<c  the  connexion  was  eftablilhed.  And  when 
“ the  two  Kingdoms  had  thus  realized  one  con- 
« Jlitution , one  commerce,  one  king,  one  enemy, 
“ and  one  fate,  it  would  become  impolfible  for 
“ any  man  to  wi(h  the  profperity  of  the  one 
“ country  more  ardently  and  more  earneftly 
“ than  the  profperity  of  the  other.” 

My  Lords,  the  import  of  thofe  expreflions 
certainly  went  to  the  full  extent  of  Union. — 
I may  appeal  to  what  paffed,  two  years  after- 
wards, on  the  occafion  of  the  Irilh  Propofitions. 
It  happened  to  me  to  take  a confiderable  fhare 
in  the  debates  of  that  felhon,  and  to  infill  that 
one  of  two  lines,  refpecling  our  commerce  with 
Ireland,  was  proper  to  be  adopted— either,  that 
arrangements  between  the  two  countries  fhould 
be  fettled  by  negotiation  and  treaty,  as  between 
two  independent  nations,  giving  equivalents  for 
advantages  interchanged  ; or,  that  an  union  of 
commerce,  policy,  and  legiflation,  fliould  take 
place.  Many  refpectable  and  molt  intelligent 


i 20  3 

manufacturers  concurred  in  thofe  opinions, 
which  were  ftrongly  urged  in  their  addreffes 
to  Parliament.— “ We  are  fully  convinced  (faid 
“ the  Manchefter  Petition)  that  no  fyftem  but 
<c  what  prefcribes  a participation  of  burdens  as 
“ well  as  of  advantages  can  be  fair,  equitable, 
<c  or  permanent;  and,  therefore,  that  a com- 
<c  plete  Union  is  the  belt  means  of  eftablifhing 
“ harmony  and  good  will  between  the  two 
(C  nations,” 

The  General  Chamber  of  Britifh  Manufactu- 
rers publiflied,  on  the  1 8th  May,  1785,  fome 
objections  to  the  amended  Irifh  Refolutions ; 
when,  after  hating  the  expediency  of  cc  becom- 
iC  ing  one  people  under  one  parliament,”  they 
added,  that  cc  a real  Union  with  Ireland,  under 
€<  one  legiflature,  would  take  away  every  diffi« 
“ culty.” 

Thefe  fuggeftions  were  the  refult  of  plain 
fenfe,  and  ftrongly  applicable  to  the  queflions 
then  under  difcuffion.  I think  them  equally 
applicable  to  the  actual  exifting  fituation  of  the 
two  countries. 
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It  became  a general  opinion  that  uniformity 
of  law  mu  ft  accompany  the  communication  of 
permanent  advantages  ; and  thofe  who  had  in- 
troduced the  Commercial  Proportions,  admitted 
the  dodrine,  with  the  wifdom  and  liberality 
which  have  fo  long  didinguifhed  their  condud. 
The  fourth  article  was  accordingly  introduced 
as  an  amendment,  exprefsly  dating,  that  “ the 
<c  laws  for  trade  and  navigation  Ihould  be  the 
6C  fame  in  Great  Britain  and  in  Ireland.”  The 
Irifli  Parliament  in  1780,  on  being  admitted  to 
a dired  trade  with  our  Colonies,  had  already 
recognized  the  fame  principle,  and  dill  ad  un- 
der it;  but  in  1785,  fuch  a condition  was  not 
reconcileable  to  the  new  notions  of  liberty.  The 
prefent  Speaker  of  Ireland  combated  thofe  new 
notions  with  much  eloquence,  ingenuity,  and 
force,  in  a fpeech  which  would  derive  great  cre- 
dit from  the  known  ability  and  accuracy  of  the 
reporter,  even  if  the  report  had  not  always  been 
underdood  in  this  indance  to  be  faithful  and  au- 
thentic. j-  Some  of  Mr.  Grattan’s  expredions  on 
that  occafion  deferve  to  be  recolleded.  He  op- 

f Sketch  of  the  Debate  of  Auguft  12,  1785,  by  W. 
Woodfall,  p.  10J  top,  1 12« 
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pofed  the  Propolitions  . — cc  We  are  told  (faid  he) 
“ that  the  laws  refpecling  commerce  and  naviga- 
“ tion  fhould  be  fimilar ; and  it  is  inferred , that 
<c  Ireland  fliould  fubfcribe  the  laws  of  England 
<c  on  thofe  fubjecls.” — u It  is  an  Union,  an  inci- 
pient  and  a creeping  Union  ; a virtual  Union, 
eftablifhing  one  will  in  the  general  concerns 
“ of  commerce  and  navigation,  and  repofing 
“ that  will  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain ; 
<e  an  Union,  where  our  Parliament  preferves  its 
“ exigence  after  it  has  loll  its  authority.”  <c  I 
“ conlider  myfelf  as  oppoling  an  Union  in 
“ limine , and  that  argument  for  Union  which 
“ makes  fimilarity  of  law  and  community  of 
66  intereft  a pretence  for  extinction  of  conftitu- 
cc  tion.”* — In  this  inltance  I can  agree  with 
Mr.  Grattan,  and  the  opinion  is  well  and  ably 
expreffed.  A commercial  fyftem  fo  fettled 
would  certainly  imply  an  equality  of  commerce 
purchafed  by  an  inequality  of  conftitution.  Si- 
milarity of  law  in  the  two  countries  can  only 
be  fecured,  either  by  virtual  Union,  in  which  the 
Legiflature  of  the  one  country  mull  be  under- 

f Sketch  of  the  Debate  of  Auguft  12,  17.8 5,  by  WT 
Woodfall,  p.  3 1. 
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flood  to  controul  and  fuperfede  the  Legiflature 
of  the  other ; or  by  the  incorporating  Union  and 
blending  of  the  two  Legiflatures,  fo  as  to  place 
on  an  equal  bafis  the  liberties  of  both  countries. 
And  yet  this  fimilarity  of  law  is  indifpenfable 
in  communicating  to  Ireland  a full  and  per- 
manent commerce,  which  alone  can  give  to 
her  people,  employment,  capital,  opulence,  and 
induftry. 

Such,  my  Lords,  were  the  impreflions  and 
reafonings  which  determined  me  to  call  for 
the  accounts  now  under  our  view.  And  having 
fully  confidered  them,  I venture  to  repeat  what 
I faid  in  moving  for  them,  that  the  commercial 
interefts  exhibited  and  proved  in  thefe  papers 
will  have  more  effect,  than  any  other  confide- 
ration,  in  finally  accomplifhing  the  LTnion  of  the 
two  kingdoms. 

It  would,  my  Lords,  be  grating  to  the  feel- 
ings of  us  all,  to  ffate  to  Ireland,  that  {he  is 
chained  down,  though  by  her  own  prejudices, 
to  a weak  and  inefiicient  independence,  fubject 
to  incefiant  collifions,  and  infeparable  from  mis- 


C 24  ] 

fortune  and  humiliation  : I fhould  think  it  unge* 
nerous  to  make  fuch  a ftatement,  if  it  were  not 
in  my  power  to  prefent  to  her  at  the  fame  time  a 
real  and  permanent  independence,  accompanied 
by  a full  participation  of  Britifh  opulence,  Britifh 
greatnefs,  and  Britifh  freedom,  with  its  beft 
companion,  Britifh  fecurity. 

A nation  with  plain  and  undifguifed  truths  of 
this  magnitude  before  her  eyes,  cannot  long  be 
influenced  by  mifreprefentations,  or  by  the  par- 
tial  interefls  of  a few,  who  may  flruggle  to  retain 
an  afcendency  incompetent  and  irreconcileable  to 
the  happinefs  of  the  whole. 

I fhall  not  advert  more  particularly  to  the 
Irifh  metropolis,  though  it  would  be  eafy  to 
fhew  that  Dublin  will  be  greatly  advanced  in 
employment,  population,  rents,  and  wealth,  by 
the  effedt  of  the  propofed  meafure.  The  pro- 
duce of  the  Income  Tax  will  afcertain,  that  the 
opulence  of  our  own  metropolis  depends  in  a 
fmall  proportion  on  the  occafional  refidence  of 
the  members  of  the  Legiflature ; that  opulence 
is  chiefly  derived  from  the  activity  and  energy  of 
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otir  commercial  credit  and  capitals,  which  can 
never  be  communicated  to  the  Sifter  Kingdom 
other  wife  than  by  a Legifiative  Union.  But  I 
wi(h  to  fpeak  of  Ireland  in  general.  The  inte- 
refts  of  her  merchants  and  manufacturers,  and 
of  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land,  will  beft  be 
underftood  by  a fhort  analyfis  of  the  printed  ac- 
counts to  which  I now  folicit  your  Lordfhips 
particular  attention. 

It  is  impollible,  my  Lords,  to  open  and  con- 
template thefe  papers  without  exultation  of 
mind,  at  fo  brilliant  an  exhibition  of  the  in- 
creafing  profperity  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  her 
unexampled  pre-eminence  among  nations.  We 
fee  her,  miftrefs  of  the  trade  of  the  world,  and 
poffelling  a navy  amply  adequate  to  the  protecti- 
on of  fuch  a trade.  We  faw  without  furprife  the 
late  avowal  of  our  enemy,  that  (he  has  not  one 
merchant  veflel  upon  the  fea. 

Thefe  papers  will  give  to  your  Lordfhips, 
what  has  never  before  been  attempted,  the  true 
valuation  of  our  whole  commerce  according  to 
current  prices  and  to  other  documents,  the  ac« 
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curacy  of  which  is  inconteftable.  It  has  been  a 
talk  of  great  labour  and  difficulty,  and  could 
not  have  been  completed  but  by  the  intelligent 
exertions  and  well  tried  accuracy  and  ability  of 
the  prefen t Infpeclor-General. 

It  appears,  accordingly,  that  the  total  value 
of  our  imports  and  exports  in  the  year  1798* 
was  ninety-five  millions  (lerling  \ — above  twenty- 
two  millions  higher  than  the  average  value  of 
the  four  laft  years  of  peace. 

This  aftoniffiing  amount  will  be  placed  be- 
yond all  fufpicion  of  exaggeration,  when  I re- 
mark, that  the  true  value  of  the  imports,  amount- 
ing to  46,963,000!.  has  been  obtained  from  a 
Uriel  enquiry  into  the  prices  current,  as  well  as 
from  the  duties  payable  at  a fpecific  rate,  in 
proportion  to  the  true  value  of  each  article, 
which  value  has  been  adjufted  by  the  officer 
with  the  importers  and  dealers.  The  valuation 
of  the  exports,  amounting  to  above  forty-eight 
millions,  has  been  afeertained  in  a manner  nearly 


* See  Appendix,  No.  3. 


C 27  ] 

fimilar ; and  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed,  that  how- 
ever undoubted  the  integrity  of  the  merchants 
may  be,  they  have  paid  ad  valorem  duties  be- 
yond the  true  eftimate  ; and  certainly  the  total, 
which  already  much  exceeds  all  our  prior  calcu- 
lations, might  fairly  be  carried  to  above  one  hun- 
dred millions  fterling. 

If  it  ftiould  occur  to  any  Noble  Lord,  that 
the  apparent  balance  of  our  trade,  being  only 
one  million,  is  lefs  than  might  be  fuppofed,  I 
beg  leave  to  remark,  that  in  order  to  arrive  at 
• the  true  balance,  we  muft  recoiled,  that  for  a 
great  part  of  the  imports  from  our  Eaft  and 
Weft  India  fettlements,  and  alfo  from  the  fifti- 
eries,  no  price  whatever  is  remitted  beyond 
what  is  neceffary  to  carry  forwards  and  to  main- 
tain the  cultivation  and  fupply  of  thofe  fettle- 
ments and  fiiheries.  A great  addition  muft 
therefore  be  made  to  the  favourable  balance, 
which,  probably,  is  little  fhort  of  eight  or  ten 
millions.  Some  refpedable  calculations  go  much 
higher.  It  is,  however,  fufiicient  to  know  and 
to  be  convinced,  that  the  balance;;  whether 

F«  2 


[ 28  ] 

more  or  lefs,  is  as  high  as  the  real  and  perma- 
nent interefts  of  our  commerce  will  bear. 

The  Britifli  manufactures  exported  in  1798, 
and  which  make  a part  of  the  great  total  of 
ninety-five  millions,  amounted  to  no  lefs  a fum 
than  36,600,000!.  ;*  being  6,477,0001.  higher 
than  the  average  export  of  our  manufactures  in 
the  four  laft  years  of  peace. 

It  may  not  be  immaterial  to  keep  in  view 
thefe  general  outlines  of  that  commerce,  the 
unqualified  participation  of  which  we  are  of- 
fering to  Ireland.  I will  now  proceed  to  the 
more  confined  difcuffion  of  the  trade  between 
the  two  countries. 

The  annual  average  import  into  Great  Britain 
from  Ireland,  during  the  laft  four  years  of  peace, 
was  about  4,900,000!. ; and  for  the  three  years 
ending  the  5th  of  January,  1799,  it  was  above 
5,500,000!.  5 being  an  increafeof  about  6oo,oool, 


* See  Appendix,  No.  3. 
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Upon  our  intire  trade  with  Ireland,  the  annual 
balance  in  her  favour  is  above  two  millions  ; and 
upon  the  interchange  of  the  produces  and  manu- 
factures of  the  two  countries,  the  balance  in  fa- 
vour of  Ireland  is  above  3, 400,0001.* 

And  here,  my  Lords,  allow  me  to  fpecify  the 
principal  articles  of  our  commerce  with  Ireland, 
and  to  examine  the  caufes  which  give,  to  her, 
apparent  advantages  of  great  extent,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  under  her  prefent  circuinftances,  et 
little  avail. 

The  printed  ftatements  fhew,  that  two-fifths 
of  the  average  exports  from  Great  Britain  to 
Ireland,  for  the  laft  three  years,  confifted  of  Eafi 
Indian,  Colonial,  and  Foreign  articles.  We 
fent  them  to  the  amount  of  1,468,000b:  we 
gave  an  entire  drawback  of  the  duties  \ and  the 
revenue  annually  received  by  Ireland  on  this 
branch  of  our  trade  was  about  345,000b  Britifh 
money  .f 

* See  Appendix,  No.  4 and  5. 

$ See  Appendix,  No.  6 . 
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The  remaining  three-fifths  of  the  Britifli  ex- 
ports to  Ireland  may  be  clafled  under  the 
heads  of  Britifli  manufactures  and  products. 
The  total  average  value  of  the  manufactures  ex- 
ported to  Ireland,  when  diftinguiflied  from  what 
comes  under  the  defcription  of  products,  was 
1,640,000!.;  being  about  one-twentieth  of  our 
whole  export  of  manufactures.  The  principal 
article  is  that  of  woollens,  in  value  68  6, oool. ; 
about  one-twelfth  of  our  woollens  exported: 
The  other  articles  feparately  taken  are  of  fmall 
amount,  and  confifl:  of  cottons,  cotton-yarn, 
wrought-iron,  leather,  glafs,  earthen-ware,  &c. 

The  articles  of  Britifli  products  exported  to 
Ireland  are  eflential  to  the  Irifli  manufactures, 
fuch  as  oak-bark,  coals,  bar-iron,  hops,  lead, 
and  fait.  The  mod  important  article  is  that  of 
coals.  Your  Lordfhips  fee,  that  we  annu- 
ally fend  to  Ireland  above  300,000  chaldrons, 
fubject  to  a duty  of  only  is.  2d.  per  chaldron  ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  our  coafting  trade  pays 
5s.  9d.  ; and  that  the  duties  paid  in  the  me- 
tropolis of  England  amount  to  9s.  3d.  A 
revenue  of  600, oool.  is  raifed  in  this  kingdom 
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on  coals  : Ireland,  however,  pays  no  more  than 
17,900!.  for  the  duties  on  all  that  we  fupply  to 
her  : and  an  Irifh  duty  is  levied  in  Dublin  of 
is.  9d.  per  ton,  with  the  exemption  only  of  fuch 
coals  as  may  be  ufed  to  promote  againft  us  the 
rival  manufactures  of  glafs  and  refined  fugar. 

Other  products,  fuch  as  allum,  bark,  bar- 
iron,  hops,  lead,  and  fait,  are  fubject  to  fimilar 
remarks ; they  go  free  from  this  country,  and 
pay  confiderable  duties  in  Ireland. 

The  average  revenue  raifed  in  Ireland  on 
Britilh  products  and  manufactures  is  1 94,0001.— 
The  revenue  raifed  in  Great  Britain  on  Irifh 
products  and  manufactures  is  10,8501. 

I fhali  now,  my  Lords,  proceed  to  examine 
how  far  the  fame  liberal  fyftem  prevails  res- 
pecting the  exports  from  Ireland  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  to  the  Britifh  fettlements. 

I admit,  that  on  fome  articles  of  manufacture 
our  protecting  duties  are  nearly  prohibitory. 
But  I venture  to  affert,  that  the  intire  abolition 
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of  all  thofe  duties  would,  in  the  prefent  relative 
circumftances  of  Ireland,  have  no  effect  what- 
ever. If,  indeed,  the  two  kingdoms  Were 
blended  in  their  legiflatures  and  interefts,  fo  as 
to  eflablifh,  between  the  oppoftte  Tides  of  St* 
George’s  Channel,  the  fame  fort  of  connexion, 
intereft,  and  intercourfe,  which  now  fubfifts  be- 
tween the  oppoiite  banks  of  the  Humber  or 
the  Thames,  I willingly  believe,  that  the  gradual 
extenfion  of  Englifh  capital,  and  the  gradual 
interchange  of  workmen,  would  transfer  to  Ire- 
land a full  participation  not  only  in  the  woollen 
and  cotton  manufactures,  but  in  many  other 
branches  of  employment.  The  credit  and  ca- 
pital, which  are  now  pent  up  within  Great 
Britain,  would  then  defcend  like  water  to  a 
level,  and  diffufe  themfelves  equally  over  both 
kingdoms.  There  is  nothing  in  fuch  an  ope- 
ration, when  maturely  arranged  and  prepared, 
which  ought  not  to  fatisfy  thofe,  on  the  one 
hand,  who  dread  the  removal  of  their  wealth  to 
a country  where  taxes  are  comparatively  low; 
or  thofe,  on  the  other  hand,  who  affect  to  dread 
an  increafed  taxation.  The  virtual  and  gradual 
equalizing  of  burdens,  as  well  as  of  benefits, 
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is  implied  in  all  thefe  ftatements,  and  would  be 
accomplifhed  by  an  united,  wife,  and  provident 
legiflature,  without  any  fliock  to  the  interefts  of 
either  contra&ing  party. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  cannot  have  efcaped  your 
Lordfhips  obfervation,  that  the  duties  alluded  to 
are  on  articles  which  we  arc  exporting  in  confl- 
derable  quantities  to  Ireland,  fuch  as  woollens, 

cottons,  and  leather  manufactured. Let  it 

alfo  be  remarked,  that  our  woollens  are  fubjeCfc  in 
Ireland,  on  a fair  average  value  of  the  whole 
export,  to  about  5^  per  cent,  ad  valorem ; and 
yet  the  Irifh  market  takes  our  woollens  to  the 
amount  of  686,oool.  a-year. 

Our  cotton  goods  pay  a duty  in  the  Irifh 
ports  of  9I.  1 8s.  5d.  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  and 
yet  the  value  of  our  cottons  imported  into 
Ireland  is  about  70,000!.  a-year. 

But  the  inftance  of  leather  manufactured  and 
tanned  is  ftill  more  remarkable.  We  bring  the 
chief  raw  material  from  Ireland,  charged  there 
with  an  export  duty,  and  we  prepare  it  and 
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lend  it  back  to  Ireland,  to  the  annual  amount 
of  152,000k  It  is  fubje&  to  an  import  duty 
paid  there,  of  nearly  1 o per  cent,  ad  •valorem . — 
We  are,  neverthelefs,  able  to  enter  into  compe- 
tition with  Ireland  even  in  her  own  market, 
though  Ihe  poffeffes  the  raw  material,  and 
though  we  fupply  her  with  tanner’s  bark  free  of 
all  duty. 

I will  not  detain  your  Lordlhips  farther  in 
the  difcuflion  of  articles  which,  it  is  evident, 
would  not  be  fent  to  us  even  if  all  the  duties 
were  removed.  I think  it  fufficient  to  have 
{hewn,  that  the  exiftence  of  thofe  duties  is  in 
effect  no  exception  to  the  liberality  of  our 
general  fyftem. 

There  are,  however,  fome  products  and  ma- 
nufactures which  Ireland  is  able  to  fupply  to  a 
confiderable  extent. 

The  cattle  and  provilions,  furnifhed  annually 
by  Ireland  to  Great  Britain,  amount  to  no  lefs 
a fum  than  two  millions  fterling  annually.  A 
duty  too,  producing  about  30,000k  is  charged  in 


[ 35  3 

Ireland  on  that  whole  export : and  yet  we  pro- 
hibit in  time  of  peace  the  admiffion  of  provifions 
from  other  countries,  and  do  not  even  permit 
the  United  States  of  America  to  fend  provifions 
to  our  iflands  and  fifheries.  I do  not  wifh,  at 
prefent,  to  examine  the  policy  of  thefe  exclufive 
encouragements,  nor  whether  ic  may  be  a de- 
triment to  our  own  agriculture  to  import  Iriflx 
provifions  duty  free.  The  quantity  purchafed 
by  us  is  apparently  large,  and  fuch  as  at  firfl: 
fight  might  feem  difficult  to  be  replaced,  if  ever 
the  channel  of  fupply  fhould  be  fuddenly 
checked.  But  when  it  is  confidered  in  the 
fcale  of  our  general  confumption,  its  import- 
ance is  much  diminiffied.  I find,  for  inflance, 
that  all  the  beef  which  we  take  from  Ire- 
land, including  what  is  furnifhed  for  our  fleets, 
is  lefs  than  one-third  of  what  is  annually  fold  in 
Smithfield.f 

The  only  other  article  of  Irifh  products,  im- 
ported by  us  to  any  confiderable  amount,  is  that 
of  oats,  which  may  be  dated  at  2oo,oool.  fter~ 
Hng. 

See  Appendix,  No.  .7.  . 


t 36  ] 

I n6w  Come,  my  Lords,  to  the  exported  ma- 
mifactures  of  Ireland,  which  are  nearly  com- 
prized in  the  fingle  article  of  linen.  I am  con- 
tent to  take  the  valuation  as  it  is  given  in  the 
papers  before  us  (is.  5d.  per  yard,)  though  I be- 
lieve it  to  be  below  the  true  average  price.  It 
appears,  then,  by  the  accounts  on  your  table, 
that,  in  the  laft  three  years,  the  annual  import 
of  Irifh  linens  (being  thirty-feven  millions  of 
yards)  amounted  to  2,6oc,oool.  to  which  may 
be  added  linen-yarn,  the  valuation  of  which 
was  243,0001. 

If  any  of  your  Lordfliips  happen  to  be  in 
poffeflion  of  the  accounts  of  the  Irifh  Cuflom- 
houfe,  you  will  find  that  the  annual  export  of 
Irifh  linens,  to  all  the  world,  is  there  dated  at 
about  forty  millions  of  yards,  and  that  feven- 
eighths  of  the  whole,  or  thirty-five  millions,  are 
taken  by  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.-)-— 
Such  is  the  quantity  and  proportion  imported 
for  Britifh  confumption,  free  of  duty,  and  under 
favour  of  a protecting  duty  equal  to  25  per  cent, 
impofed  on  the  linen  of  all  other  countries  !— 


f See  Appendix,  No.  8. 
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and  whatever  part  of  that  quantity  is  not  con- 
fumed  in  England,  is  exported  to  other  coun- 
tries by  the  aid  of  Britifh  credit  and  of  a Britifh 
bounty. 

How  far  this  fyflem  may  be  beneficial  to  Eng- 
land ; whether  the  duties  on  linens  from  the 
i continent,  with  a total  exemption  in  favour  of 
Ireland,  have  tended  to  increafe  the  reftraints 
in  foreign  countries  upon  our  manufactures  ; and 
whether,  if  the  Ruffian  and  German  linens  were 
lefs  difcouraged  by  us,  a larger  demand  for  our 
woollens  and  cottons  would  not  take  place  in 
return  ; are  queflions  of  great  moment,  which  I 
am  not  now  folicitous  to  difcufs.  The  bene- 
ficial effe&s  of  fuch  a fyflem,  with  refpect  to 
Ireland  at  leaft,  are  not  equivocal,  and  may  he 
traced  in  the  printed  Report  of  the  late  Board 
©f  Trade  in  1780.  It  appears,  in  that  Report, 
that  the  linen  manufactures  of  Ireland  have 
been  gradually  raifed  to  their  prefen t flourifhing 
Rate,  and  are  ftill  riling  in  profperity,  folely  by 
the  operation  and  effed  of  Britifh  care  and  en- 
couragement.  The  import  into  Great  Britain, 
in  1743?  when  the  prefent  fyflem  commenced, 
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was  6,418,000  yards;  in  1 773,  it  was  17,876,000 
yards  ; in  1783,  21,000,000  yards ; and  in  1798, 
37,000,000  yards* 

The  export,  with  bounty,  in  1743,  was  40,900 
yards;  in  1773,  2,832,000  yards  ; and  in  1798* 
6,400,000  yards* 

The  foreign  linens,  in  1743,  were  three- 
fourths  of  our  whole  import ; at  prefent,  they 
are  only  one-fourth. 

But  here,  my  Lords,  I think  it  juft  and  necef- 
fary  to  remark,  that  by  our  actual  fyftem  we  are 
fubjecling  ourfelves  to  one  of  two  difadvantages ; 
either  to  an  increafe  of  price  equal  to  about  25 
per  cent,  on  the  value,  which  falls  on  the  con- 
fumer ; or,  to  a proportionate  lofs  of  revenue  : 
— and  that  the  amount  (being  25  per  cent,  on 
2,6oo,oool.)  is  in  either  cafe  650,000!. 

For,  a moment’s  refle<ftion  will  fhew,  that 
if  the  foreign  linens,  charged  as  they  are  with  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  can  come  into  compe- 
tition with  the  Irilh,  which  are  duty  free,  thofe 
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fame  foreign  manufactures  would  foon  be  able  to 
fupply  all  our  demand,  and  might  be  confumed 
at  25  per  cent,  below  the  prefent  price,  if  they 
were  relieved  from  duty  as  the  Irifh  are.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Irifli  linens,  if  fubje&ed  to  the 
foreign  duties,  mull  either  be  furnifhed  by  Ire- 
land at  25  per  cent,  below  their  prefent  price,  or 
be  driven  out  of  the  market.  In  this  latter  cafe, 
too,  an  addition  of  6 50,000b  would  be  made  to 
our  revenue  ; unlefs,  indeed,  the  encouragement 
which  fuch  a change  might  give  to  our  home- 
made linens  fhould  occafion  a decreafe  in  the  ge- 
neral import. 

Such  are  the  effects  of  our  liberality  towards 
Ireland  in  this  important  manufacture,  which 
conftitutes  in  value  nearly  one-half  of  the  Irifh 
exports  to  all  the  world.  And  there  now  lies  on 
that  table  a Bill,  which  we  are  paffing,  to  conti- 
nue our  bounties  on  Irifli  linens.  And  yet,  a 
few  weeks  ago,  the  following  phrafes  were 
gravely  addreffed,  by  an  eminent  perfon,  to  the 
county  of  Louth. 


C 40  ] 

“ In  truth,  I fee  much  danger,  and  a pro- 
“ bable  decreafe  of  our  trade  and  manufactures, 
ic  from  the  meafure  of  a Legiflative  Union,  and 
46  I cannot  conceive  any  advantage  to  them 

from  it.” 

•e  If  the  linen  manufacture  refts  at  all  on 
<c  any  compact,  that  compact  was  made  with 
66  the  Irifh  Parliament,  the  extinction  of  which 
€C  takes  away  a fecurity  wre  had  found  adequate, 
“ and  leaves  it  without  the  protection  of  its 
w natural  guardians,  who,  by  their  vigilance, 
“ their  regulations,  and  their  bounties,  have 
<c  more  than  doubled  its  exports  within  a few 
“ years.  As  an  Irifhman,  then,  I fhould  oppofe 
“ the  meafure. ,5 

I know  nothing  of  the  compact  here  alluded 

to;  and  I am  unable  to  annex  fenfe  to  the 

word  “ extinction/I * * * 5  as  applied  to  the  projected 

Union  of  the  two  legiflatures.  But  I perfectly 
underhand,  and  know,  that  the  annual  importa- 

tion of  Irifh  linens,  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
three  millions  fterling,  is  a fort  of  monopoly 
given  to  Ireland  in  the  Britifh  market ; and  that 
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the  exiftence  and  continuance  of  that  monopoly 
do  not  depend  on  the  vigilance,  regulations,  and 
bounties*  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  but  on  our 
liberality,  our  regulations,  and  our  bounties ; and 
are  intirely  fubjedt  to  the  gratuitous  favour, 
good  will,  and  difpenfations  of  the  Britifh  Par 
liament. 

It  will  alfo  be  obvious,  to  the  moff  fuperficial 
Obferver,  that  if  Ireland  has  obtained  and  en- 
joyed thefe  advantages,  through  the  indulgence 
of  the  Britifh  feperate  legiflature,  in  defpite  of 
any  fpirit  of  rivalfhip  or  jealoufy,  fhe  will  be 
more  likely  to  increafe  than  to  forfeit  them, 
when  fhe  {hall  be  incorporated  as  a part  of  the 
fame  kingdom,  and  when  Irifh  reprefentatives 
fhall  form  a proportion  of  the  united  Parlia- 
ment* 

In  addition  to  the  indulgences  which  I have 
defcribed,  we  have  given  to  Ireland  many  pri- 
vileges for  the  encouragement  of  her  fifheries.. 
We  have  alfo  relaxed  the  whole  fyflem  of  our 
navigation  laws,  and  permit  the  produce  of  our 
colonies  to  be  imported  to  us  through  the  Irifh 
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ports.  I do  not  lay  much  firefs  on  the  pro- 
bable benefits  of  thefe  concellions.  They  were, 
indeed  folicited  as  of  great  importance.  But 
Ireland,  neverthelefs,  continues  to  be  fupplied 
through  Great  Britain  not  only  with  fifh,  to  the 
amount  of  113,0001.  annually;  (he  alfo  receives 
rum,  fugars,  indigo,  and  tobacco,  circuitoufly 
(and  with  all  the  expence  of  landing,  ware- 
houfirig,  refhipping,  commifiion,  &c.)  to  the 
annual  amount  of  more  than  500,000!.  at  the 
fame  time  that  her  diredt  importation  of  thefe 
articles  is  valued  at  not  more  than  140,0001.  a 
vear.  Nor  will  the  ever  be  able  to  avail  herfelf 
of  our  conceflions,  without  the  aid  of  Britifli 
capital  and  confidence,  which  can  only  be  ob- 
tained by  Union.  Hitherto  there  hardly  exifts 
an  in  fiance  of  any  confiderable  Britilh  Houfe 
engaged  in  Ireland  in  Irifh  Partnerfhip. 

The  general  refults  are,  that  of  the  whole 
amount  of  Irifh  exports  to  all  the  world,  about 
eight-ninths  are  fent  to  Great  Britain  and  to 
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JSritifh  dependencies  ; * that  of  the  exports  from 
Ireland  to  Great  Britain  amounting  in  value  to 
5,600,000!.  nearly  the  whole  is  received  in  our 
ports  free  of  duty,  but  is  fubjecl  to  export  du- 
ties in  Ireland,  and  conti  ibutes  there  to  her  local 
revenue  as  a charge  impofed  on  our  confump- 
don.  On  th^  other  hand,  that  vrhat  we  fend  to 
Ireland  is  about  a tenth  only  of  our  whole  ex- 
port ; that  about  two-fifths  of  what  is  fo  fent  to 
Ireland,  confift  of  foreign  articles  exported  free 
of  duty.  That  though  the  intlre  trade  of  Ireland 
with  this  country  is  about  one-ninth  of  our 
whole  commerce,  the  revenue  received  upon  it, 
inflead  of  being  one-ninth  of  our  cufloms,  is  lefs 
than  the  140th  part.  For  example,  f that  Ireland 
pays  only  47,500b  in  duties  of  cufloms  upon 
the  whole  pf  her  trade  with  us,  at  the  fame  time 
that  we  are  receiving  from  other  nations  in 
Gufloms  6,850,0001.  and  even  from  that  finall 
amount  of  47,5001.  we  pay  on  the  average 
about  35, cool.  a*year  in  bounties  on  trifh 
linens. 


* See  Appendix,  No.  9.  f See  Appendix,  No.  y 
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But  it  is  not  merely  that  the  imports  from 
Ireland  are  free  of  duty  here.  What  we  export 
to  Ireland  is  highly  charged  by  her.  She  ac- 
cordingly raifed  annually  on  her  trade  with  Great 
Britain  and  the  Britifh  dependences,  by  the 
average  of  the  laft  three  years,  a revenue  of 
622,0001.  * of  which  fum  194,0001.  were 
levied  on  Englifh  products  and  manufactures. 
The  duties  which  fhe  levies  annually  on  her 
whole  trade  with  all  other  parts  amount  to 
about  209,000!. 

And  yet,  notwhhftanding  all  thefe  encpurage- 
ments,  Ireland,  with  a population  equal  per- 
haps to  one-third  of  the  Britifh  population,  has 
a trade  equal  to  not  more  than  one-ninth  of  the 
trade  of  Great  Britain. 

And,  laltly,  that  the  fmall  and  disproportion- 
ate  commerce  which  fhe  poffefles  is  almoft 
intirely  dependant  on  Britilh  generofity,  and 
on  laws  made  in  Great  Britain. 


* See  Appendix,  No.  6, 
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My  Lords,  there  is  a well  known  line* 

IJlhdec  commemor  atio 
Uzhia/i  evprobratio  ejl  immemoris  lenejici . 

I mention  it  merely  to  deprecate  and  difclair^ 
the  application  of  it.  The  ftatement  which  \ 
this  day  fubmit  to  your  Lordfhips  is  not  given 
grudgingly,  no  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying 
either  reproach  or  menace.  It  is  my  fincere 
wifh  neither  to  irritate  nor  to  alarm  ; but  to 
conciliate,  and,  if  poflible,  to  convince. 

It  would  be  idle  to  imagine,  that  in  a Britifh 
Parliament,  this  great  queftion  can  be  debated 
with  flattery,  and  complaifance,  and  referves,  and 
no  Irifh  interefls  only.  The  people  of  Ireland 
ought  not  to  be  kept  in  ignorance  that  nume- 
rous and  efiential  benefits  are  conferred  on  them 
without  reciprocity : but  that  thofe  benefits, 

without  Union,  remain  liable,  on  any  eventual 
difagreement,  to  a fudden  explofion,  with  the 
utter  ruin  of  all  the  Irifh  interefls  dependant  or, 
itfade  and  manufadlures. 


i 
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I have  not  hefitated  to  difplay  thefe  truths  to 
our  own  manufacturers  and  merchants  ; becaufe 
I know  it  to  be  their  wiftr,  as  it  always  has 
been  mine,  to  extend  to  Ireland,  even  without 
Union,  every  acceftion  of  profperity  that  can  be 
made  compatible  with  our  own  well  being  and 
fecurity.  If  indeed  it  fhould  ever  appear,  that 
Ireland  were  feeking  flrength  at  our  expence, 
in  order  to  make  that  ftrength  operate  to  the 
weakening  of  the  Britifh  empire,  then  and  then 
only,  would  the  manufacturers  and  merchants 
object  loudly  to  the  fyftem  of  gratuitous  concef- 
fious  ; and  then,  and  only  then,  would  I join  my 
voice  tG  theirs* 

/ * 

And  furely  it  cannot  be  either  unfriendly  or 
ungenerous  to  foint  out  to  the  party  obliged,  the 
means  of  giving  both  permanency  and  effedl  to 
the  benefits  which  are  conferred.  Can  the  fu- 
perior  country  be  expected.  to  enrich,  beyond 
certain  limits,  the  inferior,  without  having  fome 
fecurity  that  the  wealth,  and  ftrength,  and  re- 
fources  of  the  one  may  be  confidered  as  the 
wealth,  ftrength,  and  refources  of  the  other. 
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Or  is  it  to  be  expe&ed  that  capitals  and  commer- 
cial credit  (hall  be  transferred  to  a country 
ftruggling  under  an  anomalous,  incompetent, 
and  dilturbed  government,  and  maintaining  a 
claim  of  right  to  adopt  at  any  time  adverfe  con- 
nexions and  interefts  ? Nothing  iefs  than  Union 
can  fatisfy  thefe  queftions.  We  cannot  reft  on 
the  flimfy  and  undefined  proteftatron  fo  often 
repeated,  and  fo  imperfeXly  realized,  that  <£  the 
“ affeXions  of  Ireland  are  unalienable,  and 
H that  both  kingdoms  (hall  ftand  and  fall  toge- 
<€  ther.”  Let  the  Union  take  place,  and  all 
commercial  diftin&ions,  and  all  political  jealou- 
fies  vrill  be  annihilated ; for  there  can  be  no 
competition  between  two  parts  of  the  fame 
kingdom,  having  incorporated  Interefts  directed 
by  one  legiflature. 

Thefe  reafonings  are  not  new ; in  the  dif- 
cuffions  between  the  Scotch  and  Englifh  Com- 
miftioners,  under  Charles  II.*  it  was  admitted 
by  the  Scots,  that,  without  Union,  they  could 

* See  the  Report  JatJy  printed  by  Mr.  Bruce,  and  the 
State  Papers  which  are  annexed  to  it,  No,  36  and  No,  43, 
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have  no  pretenfions  to  commercial  privileges 
beyond  what  might  be  given  to  any  alien 
power ; and  that  all  indulgences  enjoyed  whiift 
the  two  nations  remained  feperate,  mull  in 
their  nature,  be  fubjeft  to  Englifh  controul  and 
to  Englifh  laws.  And  it  was  then  alfo  parti- 
cularly dated,  that  if  Ireland  poflefied  any  ad- 
vantages in  the  Ensjlifh  trade,  they  depended 
folely  on  her  beiug  bound  by  Englifh  laws ; or 
by  laws  made  in  Ireland,  but  originating  in  the 
the  Englifh  privy  Council. 

What  then,  my  Lards,  are  the  multiplied  and 
ineftimable  benefits  which  our  Addrefs  and  Pro- 
portions hold  out  to  Ireland  ?— The  preferva- 
tion  of  her  a&uai  advantages,  the  extenfion  of 
capitals,  the  increafed  employment  of  her  peo- 
ple with  the  confequent  cultivation  and  foften- 
ing  of  their  minds  and  manners  ; and,  above 
all,  the  introduction  of  a middle  clafs;  one  of 
the  great  wants  of  Ireland,  and  the  moff  im- 
portant link  of  fecurity  between  the  high  eft  and 
loweft  orders. — Still  leaving  to  her  the  fame 
conftitution,  the  fame  liberties,  the  fame  laws. 
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and  tfce  fame  privileges,  that  (lie  enjoys  a 
prefent.  i 


We  do  not,  however,  propofe  this  meafure 
as  calculated  at  once  to  diipel  the  cloud  of 
foreign  war  and  domeftic  treafons,  which  has 
fo  long  darkened  the  Irifh  atmofphere.  Un- 
doubtedly the  Union  of  the  two  countries  might 
tend  to  correft  the  peftilential  exhalations  which 
prevail.  But  that  effect  would  be  gradual,  and 
perhaps  flow.  I look  rather  to  the  effedf  which 
would  be  produced  on  a return  of  peace.  Ire- 
land would  then  be  governed  as  the  reft  of  the 
Britifh  Empire  is  governed  ; a new  order  of 
things  would  take  place;  and  the  manners, 
principles,  and  opinions,  of  the  two  Iflands 
would  at  laft  be  affimilated.  Can  it,  ni-y  Lords, 
be  offenfive  to  add,  that  Ireland  ought  to  feel 
an  honourable  pride  in  being  invited  to  an 
Union  with  all  thofe  bleflings  of  Induftry,  order, 
and  law,  which  have  rendered  Great  Britain 
the  Glory  and  bulwark  of  civil  fociety,  313d  have 
fecured  to  her  the  envy  and  admiratipn  of  the 
World. 


H 
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And  here  i lhail  clofe ; trufting  that  with 
fairnefs  and  moderation  I have  urged  what  oc- 
curs to  me,  in  fupport  of  a meafure  which,  in 
the  emphatical  words  of  the  King’s  meflage, 
“ may  beft  tend  to  improve  and  perpetuate  a 
<c  a connexion  eflential  for  the  common  fecurity 
€C  of  the  two  Kingdoms,  and  to  augment  and 
<c  confolidate  the  ftrength,  power,  and  refources, 
sc  oftheBritilh  Empire.” 

We  know  that  this  meafure  is  dreaded  by  the 
revolutionifts  of  the  day:  we  have  feen  that  the 
reparation  of  the  two  kingdoms  is  the  firft  ob- 
jedt  of  the  unprincipled  and  implacable  nation 
which  is  making,  a wild  and  cruel  war  on  the 
liberties  of  mankind. — The  feperation  alfo  of 
Scotland  from  England  was  in  like  manner 
fought  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  contefl. — * 
<c  We  rejoice  (faid  the  Society  of  United  Iriih* 
u men  in  Dublin  to  their  Delegates  in  Scotland, 
cc  in  1792)  that  the  Scots  do  not  confider  thern- 
felves  as  merged  and  melted  down  into  ano. 
66  ther  country,  and  that  in  the  great  queftion 
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H to  which  our  addrefs  alludes,  they  are  Hill 
" Scotland.” 

The  Revolutionary  Committee  of  Nine,  alfem- 
bled  in  Dublin  on  the  9th  April,  1795,  expreffed 
themfelves  in  the  fame  fpirit,  by  a refolution, 
colledively  and  individually  to  refill  even  their 
“ own  emancipation,  if  made  to  depend  on  the 
*c  fatal  meafure  of  Union  with  the  Sifter  king- 
* dom.” 

My  Lords  ! 

In  this  awful  period  of  crimes  and  calami- 
ties, amidft  the  fubverfion  of  ftates  and  empires, 
and  when  the  whole  fyftem  of  human  affairs 
feems  to  be  convulfed  and  endangered,  the 
great  and  glorious  fabric  of  Britifh  liberty  hands 
unmoved  and  unfhaken.  We  offer  to  Ireland 
the  full  participation  of  Our  happinefs  and  fecu- 
rity. — And  unlefs  Providence  fhall  have  with- 
drawn from  her  all  mercy  and  prote&ing  influ- 
ence ; unlefs  the  difpenfations  are  to  be  fuch  as 


* Report  of  Committee  of  Secrecy,  p 
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ft)  number  her  among  the  wrecks  of  nations, 
fhe  will  gladly  and  gratefully  receive  our  offer, 
and  will  become  an  integral  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.— 

There  remains  one  point,  my  Lords,  on  which 
before  I fit  down,  I muff  fay  a few  words. — 
Some  of  the  Noble  Lords  who  feemed  to  oppofe 
the  meafure  of  Union,  have  been  pleafed  to 
talk  much,  though  fomewhat  indefinitely,  re- 
fpe&ing  what  is  mod  improperly  termed,  Ca- 
tholic Emancipation.  I am  not  difpofed  to  fol- 
low them  into  the  entanglements  of  a difcuflion 
in  which  I fee  no  poflible  good,  and  much  pofli- 
ble  mifchief. — Nor  is  fuch  difcuffion  now  ne- 
ceffary.  Our  Fifth  and  Eight  Resolutions  are 
clear  and  intelligible,  and  do  not  feem  either  to 
require  or  to  admit  any  amendment. — It  has 
long  been  my  opinion,  that  whatever  may  be 
the  indulgences,  whether  more  or  lefs  limited, 
to  the  Catholics  in  England  ; the  meafure  of 
thofe  indulgences  ought  to  guide  our  difcretion 
with  refpect  to  the  Catholics  in  Ireland.  I am 
of  opinion,  that  fuch  a rule  is  bell  calculated 
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for  the  fecurlty  happinefs,  and  true  interefls,  of 
both  perfuafions.  I fmcerely  lamented  the  ab- 
rupt and  wide  departure  from  that  rule  in  1 793. 
But  I will  not  look  with  an  unavailing  regret 
to  what  mufl  now  be  confidered  as  irrevocable. 
And  I rejoice  that  our  future  adherence  to  that 
rule  mufl  be  one  of  the  many  important  confe- 
quences  of  a Legifiatiye  Union, 


/ 
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No.  lo 


1 HE  Report  made  in  the  Irifh  Houfe  Com- 
mons in  1703,  by  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Nation,  concluded  with  a refolution  that 
Her  Majefly  be  moved.  “ that  through  her  fa* 
vourable  interpofition  her  fubje&s  of  this  king- 
dom  may  be  relieved  from  the  Calamities  they 
« now  lie  under,  by  a full  enjoyment  of  their 
46  Conftitution,  or  by  a more  firm  Union  with 
« England/'  This  reprefentation  was  voted  by 
the  Houfe. 

The  Addrefs  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Lords,  ift 
O&ober,  1703,  concluded  thus.  cc  As  we  are 
ie  fenfible  that  our  prefervation  is  owing  to  our 
cc  being  united  to  the  Crown  of  England,  fo 
6£  we  are  convinced  it  would  tend  to  our  farther 
“ fecurity  and  happinefs,  to  have  a more  cora- 

prehenfive  and  intire  Union  with  that  king- 
s' dom,” 


The  anfwers  returned  were  in  general  terms, 
and  not  encouraging. 

On  the  4th  March,  1704,  the  Speaker,  in 
prefenting  the  Bills,  referred  pointedly  to  the 
reprefentation  above-mentioned,  as  having  had 
the  unanimous  voice  and  confent  of  a full 
Houfe,  and  prayed  the  Lord-Lieutenant’s  fup- 
port  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

On  the  9th.  July,  1707,  the  Irifh  Commons, 
in  their  Addrefs  to  the  Queen,  entreated  Her 
<e  to  add  greater  luflre  and  flrength  to  the 
ec  Grown,  by  a yet  more  comprehenfive  Union.” 

The  Addrefs  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Lords  on 
the  15th  July,  1707,  was  expreffed  in  term? 
Hill  ftrongerin  favour  of  an  Union, 


AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  Total  true  Value  of  the  Imports  into  and  Exports  from  Great  Britain,  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  of  January, 
1 799,  diftinguifhing  the  Woollen  and  Cotton  Manufadures  and  the  Irifh  and  Foreign  Linens  imported  and  exported,  with  the  Amount  of 
the  Duties  colle&ed  on  the  Linens  imported,  and  the  Bounties  and  Drawback  paid  on  the  Linens  exported ; together  with  the  Amount 
of  the  Gross  Revenue  of  Cuftoms  colle&ed  on  Imports  and  Exports  in  the  above  Year*  and  in  all  Cafes  diftinguifhing  Ireland, 


IMPORTS. 


lritli  Linens. 

F 

oreign  Linens. 

Value  f Imports 
. From  all  other 
Parts. 

Total  Va- 
lue of 
Imports. 

Quantity- 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Duty. 

Ireland  . . 
Other  Parts 

Yards. 

35,300,610 

38,290 

J • £ ■ 

2,503,165 

2,712 

Yards . . 
16,757,409 

: £ 
832,466 

£ 

170,175 

' £ 

2,772,230 

40,852,657 

£ 

5*275*395 

41,687,835 

i Total  . . . 

35,338,900 

2,5  05,877 

16,757.409! 

832.466 

i 43-624*887 

46,963,230 

EXPORTS. 


Britifh  Manufactures  exported. 

Foreign  Merchandize  exported. 

Value  of 
Woollen  Ma- 
nufactures. 

j Value  of 
'Cotton  Manu- 
factures.. 

Value  of  all 
. other  Britifh 
Manufactures » 

Total  Value  of  | 
Britijb  Mann -I 
faClures  ex-  1 
ported.  | 

Irijh  Linens . . - 

Foreign  Linens 

Value  of  all 
other  Articles 
of  Foreign 
Merchandize 
exported . 

1 

Total  Value  of 
Foreign  Mer- 
chandize ex- 
ported. 

1 

Total  Value  «/| 
Britifh  and  Fo - 
reign  Merchan- 
dize exported,  j 

Grofs  Revenue  . 
of  Cuftoms 
collected  on 
Imports  and 
1 Exports. 

1,  Quantity. 

Value. 

Bounty.  . 

Quantity „ 

Value. 

Dra'toback 

Ireland 
[Other  Parts, 

£ 

801,397 

8,633,115] 

£■ 

1 44,7  7 1 
4,576=444 

£■ 

1 >90451 33 
J7>S$i>3°7 

£ ' 

2,850,301 

'30,761,8661 

Yards. 

6,429,476 

£ 

5<>°,353 

£ 

29,232 

Yards. 

3>5®5>744 

£ 

227,709 

£ 

32,553 

£ 

1,412,504 

12,187,323 

£ 

1,412,504 

12,975,385 

£ 

4,262,805 

43,737,4? 1 

£ 

47,542. 

6,852,293 

1 Total.  ( 9,434,5 1 2.1 

4>72,Ai5 

>9,456,44° 

33,612,167! 

6,429,476 

560,353 

_29,2  32 

3»585,744 

227,70  si 

32,553 

: 13,599,827  1 

1 14,387,889 

48,000,056  1 6,899,835 

Note — The  Bounty  paid  on  Irish  Linens  exported,  on  the  Average  of  jt he  Four  Years  preceding  the  5th  of  January  1799, 

amounted  to  34,790!. 
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Extract  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifles  Anfwer  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  lytb 
April , 1782* 

“ I requeft  you  to  offer  to  that  Houfe* 
*c  where  you  fo  worthily  prefide,  my  moft  fin- 
(c  cere  thanks  for  this  mark  of  national  appro- 
bation.  It  is  with  cordial  pleafure  that  I 
cc  ihall  ever  reflect  on  the  fortunate  combination 
u of  circumftances,  if  by  them  I have  been 
cc  enabled  to  encourage  the  commercial  in- 
terefts  of  the  kingdom,  to  promote  the  great 
improvements  of  this  metropolis,  to  give  a 
new  fpring  to  public  credit,  to  fee  the  liberty 
cc  of  the  fubject  fecured  by  law,  to  add  weight 
ec  and  dignity  to  the  adminiftration  of  juftice* 
oC  conciliate  to  His  Majefty’s  government,  every 
perfuafion  and  defcription  of  men,  and  finally 
6C  to  mature  the  means  of  uniting  a loyal 
people  in  general  harmony  and  happinefs/5 
I 


ANNUAL  AVERAGE  of  the  Three  Years 
preceding  the  5th  of  January,  1799,  of  the 
true  Value  of  the  Products  and  Manufactures 
of  Ireland  imported  into  Great  Bri- 
tain : And  alfo,  of  the  Products  and  Manu- 
factures of  Great  Britain  exported  to  Ire- 
land for  the  fame  Period,  with  the  Balance 
in  favour  of  Ireland. 


Value  of  the  Products 
and  Manufactures  of 
Ireland  imported  into 
Great  Britain. 

Value  of  the  Products 
and  Manufactures  of 
Great  Britain  export- 
ed to  Ireland. 

Excefs  of  Balance  in 
favour  of  Ireland. 

X- 

5,510,825 

X- 

2,087,672 

X- 

3,425,153 

Jsfo.  5. 


ANNUAL  AVERAGE  of  the  Three  Years 
preceding  the  5th  of  January,  1799,  of  the 
true  Value  of  the  Irish  Products  and  Manu- 
factures, and  of  the  Foreign  Merchandize* 
annually  imported  into  Great  Britain 
from  Ireland  ; likewife  of  British  Pro- 
ducts and  Manufactures,  and  of  Foreign  Mer- 
chandize, exported  from  Great  Britain  to 
Ireland,  for  the  fame  Period,  with  the  Ba* 
lance  in  Favour  of  Ireland. 


Tota!  Value  of  1 in-  j 
ports  into  Great  Bri-j 
tain  from  Ireland.  1 

I 1'otal  Value  of  £x- 
1 pores  from  Great  Bri- 
tain to  Ireland. 

Excels  or  Balance  in 
Favour  of  Ireland. 

£• 

5,612,689  ! 

£- 

3*555*845 

/;• 

2,056,844 

BEVERAGE  ANNUAL  AMOUNT  in  the  Three  Years  preceding  the  25th  of  March,  1*798,  of  the  Duties 
coliedled  in  Ireland,  on  the  Exports  from  and  Imports  into  that  Country,  to  and  from  the  States  of 
-.America,  and  all  other  Parts,  other  than  Great  Britain  and  her  Dependences,  didinguifhing  the  prin- 
cipal Articles  in  the  Year  ending  March,  1798. 


& 


Duties  colleftedion  Goods  Imported  from  and 
exported  to  the  States  of  America. 


Species  o 

f Goods. 

Amount  of 
Duty. 

In  wards. 

£•  «.  d. 

T obacco. 

38929  1.9  2 

Other  Articles 

- - 

1210  17  2 

4OI4O  16  4 

Outwards. 

Sundry  Articles  ; 

amounting  . . . 

146  4 5 

Total  lnwards  £ 

^Outwards  1 798 

40287  0 9 

Ditto 

1797 

60243  13  6 

Ditto 

1 796 

27289  18  4 

Annual  medium 

in  Irifir  Money 

42606  1 7 6 

Ditto  in  Britidi  Money  . . . 

39329  10 

Duties  collected  on  Goods  imported  from  and 
exported  to  all  other  foreign  Parts. 


Species  of  Goods. 

Amount  of 
Duty. 

Inwards. 

£.  > d. 

Sugar,  Mufcov.  « ", 

5264  4 7 

Herrings 

.4042  5 0 

Salt  . . . : • 

93 1 3 3 6 

Wine,  Port  . 

■ 34082  6 8 

Spanifli 

1 4504  8 6 

Wood,  Deals  . 

| 3466  5 2 

lOthe'r  Article’s.  . 

j 1 1 428  0 7 . 

6 per  Cent.  . . » 

! i 680  0 0 

Total 

73780  14  c 

Outwards. 

Butter 

3120  9 0 

Other  Articles  - ■ • 

266  1 2 b 

' - T 

33^’  1 .0 

77167  m < 
165774  68 

B 308219  4 5 

I 

185720  .8  8f 


|i69588  2 .o[ 


Total  Duties.of  Cuftoms 
coliebted  in  Ireland, 
•and  the  Trade  with  a-H 
Parts  other  than  Great 
Britain  and  thfr  Britilh 
Colonies. 


> 


£-26327  6 -2 

£.208917  1,0  o 


No.  6. 


, AVERAGE  ANNUAL  AMOUNT,  in  the  Three  Years  preceding  the  25th  March,  4798,  of  the  Duties  of  Cuftoms  collected  in  Ireland  in  her  Commercial  Intd'courfe  with  Great  Britatn  and  the  British  Colonies,  dif- 
tinguifhing  the  Snbfidies  on  Goods  exported  from,  the  Duties  collected  on  Foreign  Merchandize  imported  : Alfo,  diftinguifhing  Duties  on  Goods  the  Produce  oj  Manufacture  of  Great  Britain*  from  the  Duties,  on  Foreign 
Merchandize  imported  through  the  Medium  of  Great  Britain  : Likevvife  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Duties' of  Guftoms  on  all  the  other  Branches'of  the  Trade  of 


reland. 


Duties  colle&ed  on  Britifh  Martufa&ures  imported  into 
Ireland. 


Species  of  Goods. 


Beer 

Coal? 


into  Dublin 
-Plain&colour’d 
Calico,  white  . 


Rate  of  Duty. 


■ colour’d 


Drapery*  new 
— - old  . 

Earthen  Ware 
Glafs  Bottles  . 
Cafes  . . 


Herrings 

Hops  . . 


Salt,  rock  , . 

white  . 

Sugar,  loaf  . , 
Other  articles 
6 per  Cent.  , 


£■  s. 

d. 

£■ 

s. 

0 4 

81 

per  barr. 

11,914 

12 

0 0 
0 1 

9t 

£ per  ton. 

23,389 

7 

11  11 

0 

percent.' 

11  11 

0 

percent. 

and 

7 per  yard 

o 1 

a 

per  yard. 

11  11 

0 

percent-. 

r" 

12,357 

0 

| and 

7«- 

per  yard 

11  11 

0 

percent.  | 

1 

and 

7* 

per  yard  J 

1 

0 0 

2I 

per  yard  ] 

0 0 

75 

per  yard  j 

29,430 

8 

17  6 

6 

per  cent. 

3,463 

18 

0 0 : 

1 1 

per  doz.  J 

0 4 

2l 

each  : > 

3,0-1 1 

8 

11  11 

0 

percent.  J 

i 

01 

2 -A 

per  barr. 

4,i39 

18 

1 6 

8 

per  cent. 

. 27,435 

5 

11  11 

0 

percent. 

3, ”4 

9 

11  11 

0 

percent. 

5,676 

7 

3 0 

0 

per  ton 

21,438 

9 

0 2 

0 

per  bufh. 

11,401 

6 

1 17  : 

11 

per  cent. 

18,321 

11  ,1 

1 

52,255 

' 7 

6,200  ■ 

0 

Amount  of  Duty 
. collected. 


Ditto 

Ditto 


1 797 
[796 


Annual  Medium  in  Irilh  Mpney  . . 
-Dittoin  BrililTi  Money  ....... 


Duties  collected  on  Irifh  Prodii&s  and  Manufactures 
exported  to  Great  Britain. 


Species  of  Goods. 


Rate  of  Duty. 


233,549 

10 

4 

199,745 

6 

8 

197,917 

■ 7 

2 

210,404 

1 

4 

194,219 

11 

0 

Beef  ....... 

Bullocks  and  Cow.s 
Butter. 

P°gs 

Hides,  untanned  . .jo 
Pork  .......  .0 

(fallow .0 

Skins,  calf js 

jifarn,  linen  . . 
Other  articles 


d. 

o per  barr 
3 each 
6 per  cent. 
3 

o each 
6 per  barr. 
6 per  cwt 
o per  cent, 
o per  1 20  lb 


Amount  of  Duty. 


£■  «• 
4.305  3 
4.947  17 

18,472  14 
1,019  19 
674  15 
'10,718  9 
9i'6  12 
1,220  © 
5,081  10 
1.183  7 


Duties  colle£ted-  on  Foreign  Mer 
chandize,  imported  through  - the 
/ Medium  of  Great  Britain. 


Species., of.  Goods, 


o [Groceries^  Pepper 
7'!!-— — Sugar 


48,540 

8 

9 

32,964'. 

8 

8 

29,218 

14 

8 

36,907 

17 

4 

34,068 

1 6 

0 

7 Silks 
o Iron,  unwroyght 
7 ! Spirits," Brandy! 

ojj Geneva  > 

— Rum  J 

Tea,  Bohea  .'  . 
— - Green  . . 
Tobacco  . ...  . 

/•French  s 
a,  \ Madeira  s $ 
•S  4 Port  V 
£>  i Spanifh  | 
vRhenilh  J 
Other  articles  . . 
6 per  Cent..  „ . . 


•Amount  nf  Duty. 


,£•  b 
4.147  9 9! 
E 57.144  5 4 
4,361  1 

3477  6 3 


Total  Duties  col- 
i lofted  on  the 
Commercialln 
tercourfe  with 
* Great  Britain 


10,851  ir 

60,173  2 
5,711  16  o! 
[ 44>r  99  o oj 


7,259  17  5 


10,489  5 10 
2,130  00 


409,589  16  '2 
340,560  2 6 

372.134  9 3 


374,094  15  11 


345;3i8  5 0 


L 


Duties  collefled 
tifh  Colon 


On  Imp 


m the  Imports  into,  and  Exports  to  the  Bri- 
s in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies. 


Species  of-  Goods.jAhouiit  of  Duties. 


£■  s-  d 

Sugar  ....  .23,773  l9  5 

Rum  .....  2,363  5 1 

Other  Articles  3589  6 6| 


691,679  15  3 

573.269  17  10 

599.270  ” 1 


Beef  . . . 
Butter  . . 
Pork  . . . 
Other  Articles 


On  Exports. 


Species  of  Goods,  Amt.  of  Duties, 


£■  s-  ^ 
996  14  c 
2,035  1 1 c 
1,838  12  6 
228  3 


621,406  14  7 1 


573,606  12  O 


40,140  16  4 
37,16°  5 o 

73,686  10  3 


50,329  3 o 


46,457  14  o 


Total  Duties  colleit-  1T^,  . 

ed  on  the  Com- Total  DutiescoF- 

merciallntercourfe  lefted  on  the 

with  the  Britifh  Commercialln- 
tej-courfe  with 

Indies.  I all  other  Parts. 


46  4 5 

2,460  10  o 
3,906  13  6 


2,004  2 O 


40,287  O 9 
39,620  1,5  o 
77,593  3 9 


H7,454  15  9 
226,018  ,0  2 
335,509  '2  9 


52,506  5 


,461  16  o 


226,327  6 2 


208,917  10  o 


AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  Quantity  of  the  following  Articles  exported  from  Ireland  to  aii 
Parts,  diftinguifhing  Great  Britain  and  her  Dependencies  from  foreign  Countries,  in  the 
Period  of  the  Four  Years  preceding  the  War  and  of  the  Four  laft  Years  of  the  War. 
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N ACCOUNT  of  the  Quantity  of  the  principal  Articles  of  Irish  Manufactures  and  Product 
exported  from  Ireland  to  all  parts,  on  an  annual  Medium  of  the  Four  Years  preceding  the  2ctl 
of  March,  1798,  diftinguilhing  Great  Britain  and  her  Dependencies  in  America  and  th< 
West  Indies  from  Foreign  Ports. 
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